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19 October 2020 

 
Dear Mr Swinney  
 
Thank you for your letter of 14 October. I am responding to the points raised within 
that letter, and the letter of 14 September, on the naming of civil servants during 
evidence sessions and the provision of documents to witnesses. 
 
The individuals named during the evidence sessions on 1 and 8 September, although 
not senior civil service grade, were relatively high-level officials. Both individuals have 
in fact previously been referred to in freedom of information responses published by 
the Scottish Government. This implies the Government has considered their names 
to be publishable in the past.  
 
As you rightly point out however the Committee agreed, as part of its written 
statement on the handling of information and evidence, not to require the names of 
civil servants below senior civil servant grade. Following the meetings referred to in 
your letter I reminded Members of the need to only name individuals if completely 
necessary to do so and that individuals named should be of a sufficiently senior 
grade. 
 
In your letter you also request that the Committee provide witnesses with a copy of any 
documents to which members plan to refer. I understand why you make this request; 
indeed, the Committee discussed this at its two most recent meetings.  
 
I appreciate that, as we move towards evidence sessions on the complaint handling 
phase of the inquiry, this issue will of course become even more relevant given the 
large volume of documents currently being prepared. 
 
As I’m sure you’ll understand, due to current public health restrictions, it is not 
advisable to pass documents from clerks, to members then on to witnesses provide 
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witnesses with a paper copy during meetings of any documents referred to. Members 
providing witnesses with an electronic copy of any document they intend to refer to 
ahead of time would give witnesses prior notice of lines of questioning, which is not 
standard practise.  
 
I am sympathetic to witnesses on this issue given the large volume of evidence that 
will be discussed in the coming weeks and so have asked that members, when 
referring to documents submitted by the Scottish Government, to always state the full 
footnote and document number, to allow witnesses to more easily find the relevant 
information. This is the intention for future evidence sessions. 
 
Additionally, Members have agreed that they may, on a voluntary basis, share 
documents with witnesses and a number of members intend to do so. 
 
I hope you find this response helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Linda Fabiani MSP  
Convener, Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment 
Complaints   
 
 


